
ROYAL OAKS PTA Meeting Minutes 
January 15, 2019 

 
Meeting called to order at 6:02pm by Chelsie Kolnik 
 
Attendees :  Chelsie Kolnik, Miquette Bethke, David Lanese, Shannon Bensend, Lindsey Lobner, 
Vicki Waldo, Holly Johnson, Moira Brown 
 
Welcome and Introductions 
Since the last meeting, Adina has stepped down as PTA president and Chelsie Kolnik was voted 
in as President.  With the change, the board is trying to get organized and create outline 
documents for a lot of the things the PTA does to help members and future members.  Along 
with the changes the board will try and keep meetings to an hour but if needed we will go longer 
than one hour.  We feel the PTA meetings are very beneficial in informing parents and teachers 
and having good discussions on all topics.  We encourage parents and teachers to come listen, 
ask questions and share ideas.  We understand if any attendees need to leave prior to the end 
of the meeting.  
 
Approve last meeting’s minutes:   Motioned to approve by Miquette Bethke; 2 nd  by Holly 
Johnson. 
 
Principal Update:  (Dr. Risius was unable to come so Chelsie read the Principal’s update) 
We are off to a great start in the new year.  PreK enrollment night is Tuesday, February 19 from 
5:30-6:30pm.  Children and parents are invited to come to Royal Oaks to meet the teacher, Mrs. 
Most, and to see the classroom.  They can also walk around the school during this time. 
Parents will soon receive a letter with information about registering (or they may have already 
gotten it.) 
Kindergarten enrollment night is also Tuesday, February 19 from 5-6:30pm.  Parents can bring 
their registration materials to the “registration tables” in the main hallway and staff will be there 
to collect them, future kindergarten students and their parents can visit the kindergarten rooms 
and meet the kindergarten teachers, and walk around the building.  From 5:45-6:30 pm there 
will be information shared about kindergarten in the gym for parents.  The children will come to 
the gym with their parents and then go to the larger kindergarten rooms with a kindergarten 
teacher and some volunteers to hear a story and make something.  Parents will soon receive a 
letter with the information about this evening (or they may have already gotten it.) 
Parent teacher conferences are February 28th and March 5th.  We will have on-line sign up as 
in the past.  
 
Teacher Update: 
Thank you for all the teacher donations for teacher requests.  Everyone recognizes that the PTA 
is so generous with everything.  
 
Board Positions: 



The board is looking for a new secretary and volunteer coordinator.  
 
Treasurer Report:  
Along with the overall PTA goal to get things cleaned up, simplified, organized we are trying to 
do the same thing with the treasury.  Miquette is trying to tame down income statement for the 
future treasurer.  After discussing with our CPA we are pulling scholastic dollars out of the 
income statement.  Pledge plea is around $6,600 which is comparable to last year.  We are 
behind budget and will do a spring push with a paper form for pledge plea.  We need to be 
reaching parents who prefer paper forms as well as online.  Last year we did bring in a couple 
thousand dollars in the spring from pledge pleas so hopefully we can do that again this year.  
Last Culver’s night was double booked and Culver’s will be giving both schools full earnings. 
We purchased some new tables to replace old broken ones, command hooks, ect to keep the 
PTA self sufficient and not relying on using people’s personal items.  
Staff requests - we do it every fall with a budget amount of $4,500.  This year we used some 
extra money and funded all of the requests.  We ended up using $2,700 in extra money to fund 
everything. Specialists request - the specialists requested a full set of ipads, cart and cases and 
we ended up funding a half set (16 ipads, a cart and cases).  Our intent is to see how things go 
with the half set and possibly purchase more in the future.  The PTA can also use these iPads 
for credit card processing during PTA events.  
Our taxes are complete and have been filed.  Overall things are looking good for this time of the 
year.  
 
New Business: 
Newsletter - We are in the process of designing a monthly PTA newsletter that will be printed 
and sent home with students and placed on our website.  We had requested parents donate to 
the staff dinners for the fall conferences through the weekly email and did not see many 
donations.  A couple days before conferences we sent home a paper form and received a large 
amount of donations.  This showed us that some parents still prefer receiving paper items.  We 
will also use the newsletter to go more in depth on topics and explain more of what the PTA 
does to parents.  Topics like where does the money go, how do we get our money, special 
projects and events and much more.  
 
Staff Lounge - An item that we have been wanting to look into for quite awhile is the staff 
lounge.  The staff lounge is very dated and could use some updates.  We will be placing a 
suggestion box in the staff lounge and will also take suggestions via email.  Once we receive the 
suggestions we will evaluate on what we think we can do.  We are asking staff to put down any 
request big or small.  
 
Mascot Form - We have a form that staff can use to reserve the mascot.  We are wondering 
where would be the easiest most beneficial spot to put it where teachers can access it.  Vicki is 
going to look into it and get back to us.  
 
Committee Updates:  
a. Science and Art Fair (Thursday, March 21st) - Packets will be getting sent home within 2 
weeks.  We are going to try and get some of the robotics teams from the high school to come 
like they have done in the past.  We would like to have the 6-7pm public viewing also more of a 
social hour too with activities for the kids.  



b. Art Fundraiser - Stephanie is sending out emails already to the younger grades.  Kids 
like knowing they are working on their artwork for art to remember.  
c. Spring Carnival (Saturday, April 6th) - We are still looking for a chair for spring carnival. 
We have the game vendor booked.  We are going to be thoughtful in our requests and do it in 
conjunction with silent auction.  We are thinking about the PTA buying pop or trying to get it 
donated/sponsored by a business.  Spring Carnival needs a lot of volunteers to run and it is 
always a struggle to get enough volunteers.  We are going to check with high schoolers and 
middle schoolers to help fill some of the volunteer spots.  
d. Silent Auction (Saturday, April 6th)- We already have about 270 requests out and things 
are moving along nicely.  If anyone does have connections that could bring in donations for 
silent auction that would be wonderful and you can contact Holly or Miquette at 
ROSilentauction@gmail.com. 
e. Book Fair (Thursday, Feb. 28 through Tuesday, March 5th) - Lindsey Lobner is again 
chairing the book fair but would like assistance from a co-chair to cover some of the shifts.  The 
BOGO book fair is Thursday, May 2nd and Friday, May 3rd.  
f. Conferences/Teacher Dinners - Moira Brown is again chairing teacher dinners and has 
tentatively planned a taco bar for one night and pasta for the other night.  
 
Miquette motioned to adjourn the meeting at 7:23 pm and Chelsie second it. 
 


