
ROYAL OAKS PTA Meeting Minutes 
November 19, 2019 

 
Meeting called to order at 6:03pm by Chelsie Kolnik 
 
Attendees:  Chelsie Kolnik, Miquette Bethke, Moira MacKay-Brown, Vicki Waldo, Shannon 
Bensend, Erica Reistad, Lindsey Lobner, Susan Risius, Colleen Dewitt, Rebecca Pryor 
 
Welcome and Introductions 
Welcome and thank you for coming to tonight’s PTA meeting.  We hope you all are enjoying the 
meetings and feel they are productive. Just a reminder: our meetings are pretty flexible. You 
can always come late or leave early if you need! 
 
Papa John’s Presentation 
Jahnese from Papa John’s is here to present the PTA with the funds we raised with the Nifty 
Fifty fundraiser that we ran this fall.  If you aren’t aware the Nifty Fifty fundraiser is a card 
families can purchase for $10 (which $8 comes right back to the PTA) and then each card can 
be used 18 times for half off of an online order of menu priced items.  They also gave us free 
pizza coupons as well.  
 
For future events, it was suggested to set up a Royal Oaks rewards account for points. For the 
fall festival, we earned enough points for $40 back.  
 
Approve last meeting’s minutes:  Motioned to approve by Colleen Dewitt; 2nd by Rebecca Pryor. 
 
Principal Update: No school Wed-Fri next week for Thanksgiving. Wednesday is a teacher prep 
day.  
Fall Party was fun. Thanks to all of those involved! 
The school newsletter will go out in the first week in December which will be a joint Dec/Jan 
newsletter. 
There have been problems with people dropping off their children early before 7:35am where 
children are throwing rocks or hanging on the trees. Susan will send out a reminder to parents 
about drop off in the weekly email.  
 
Seesaw: RO is the highest school posting on Seesaw! This year 3rd, 4th, and 5th are still 
learning about it. Kids like to see parents comments on their posts! 
 
Teacher Update:  Thanks again for the conference dinner! Teachers are excited about the staff 
requests! 
 
Treasurer Report: (See 10/8/19 Treasurer Report for more details) 
We received donations coming in for staff appreciations. Numbers will be finalized by the report 
in January.  
We invested in new games for Fall Party because some of the old games were falling apart and 
specific to Halloween so we purchased some new ones that could be used year-round. Our DJ 
this year was a volunteer David Lanese so basically what we would have paid for a DJ we put 
into new games.   



 
New Business:  
 
Staff Requests – we are in the process of reviewing and making final decisions on the staff 
requests that have been submitted. We are hoping to stay within the budgeted amount.  There 
are a couple of requests that we are waiting for clarification on and might go above budget.  
Incase the requests go over budget let’s take a vote if we approve spending up to $500 more 
than the $4,500 budget amount.  A lot of the requests are for flexible seating, we have two 
requests for iPad charging stations, a lot of classroom aids like learning guides and magna tiles, 
supplies for a program that would help increase students’ attention to tasks and some other cool 
things to be used in the classrooms.   
 
 Vote for extra $500: A vote was taken and everyone in attendance voted yes.   
 
 Buddy Bench: Climate Team brought up the idea of getting a Buddy Bench for recess.  
The proposed bench would cost: $761.52 without cost of installation from the district. We need 
to research and clarify on where the bench will go, if it will be allowed, which one to get, etc. A 
vote for approving $1,000 was approved by all. No one objected. So when time comes we can 
move on getting the bench.  
 
The idea of a Cultural Night was brought up by a member: Having an evening where they can 
share their cultures. Brainstormed about possible ideas: inviting families to come share about 
their culture. More of an open house idea. No decisions were made on how to move forward 
with this idea.  
 
Committee Updates:  
a. Fall Party Recap – Fall Party was a ton of fun.  Lots of families, a ton of volunteers and 

not very long lines.  We doubled up on a lot of the games this year so kids didn’t have to 
wait as long to play them which was a success.  Bingo was a hit again with people 
playing all over the Media Center.  Volunteers received concession vouchers like we did 
for Carnival and they seemed to appreciate that.  David as the DJ was great and the 
music was a ton of fun with Bolt dancing along.  If anyone has any feedback let us know.   

b. Book Fair recap - Book Fair went really well. Volunteer sign up filled up quickly. Positive 
feedback about how the posters were displayed. Sales were great. Decorations were 
super cute. Next book fair will be Jungle themed! 

c. Craft Night – Craft Night is this Friday and I am excited to get our craft on.  We have 
about 10 people coming and I have a couple of my friends coming to help out as well.  
Hopefully everything goes well and we can make it a regular thing.   

d. Volunteer Opportunities – We have a lot of volunteer opportunities available.  If anyone 
is interested we have small jobs and some more complex ones.  All of the jobs come 
with training and you can shadow most of them too.   

• Art to Remember- mostly involves sending out the fliers and organizing the 
sending and receiving of the art.  

• Silent Auction- We are looking for someone to help with doing online requests, 
some in person requests need to be done.  

• Box tops 
• More volunteer opportunities to come! 

 



Chelsie motioned to adjourn the meeting at 7:03pm and Moira MacKay-Brown seconded it. 


